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Czech courses for seniors: you
can learn a language at any age
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Entire families came to us in

the refuges waves, including
Ukrainians in retirement age.

Far sanfors, it is oftentimes

a great challenge to get to know
the new culture, surroundings,
and espacially the langusge. The
Cantre for Foreigners of the South
Meravian region epenaed special
language courses just for them,

Establish friendships

The couwrses are aimed at
fritreducing the samors to tha
langueags, but alse to give them
the opportunity to talk to cthers
in the class, meat new people
and astablish friandships,
Courgas are very practical and
focus mainly on conversations.
Cligrts will autamatize cortain
phrases which thay can then
start using in real life and in that
wiay participate in society.

Basic mistakes

Petra Lipeneka, a teacher of one
of thase courses for seniors,

67

foousas on baslo mistakes that
cauee miscommunication. But
she does not focue on grammar
tao deaply; she ballevas that
intricate grammar rudas ane not
impaortant for everyday lite. She
aleo practices pronunciation with
the students,

Teach by playing

A try 1o eliminats fear of
speaking. | prefer to 'teach

by playing’, where apart from
traditional materials | incorparata
various gamas arvd plotures.

| think that it"s better to know
the basics well and then build

up by systamatically enhancing
thie vocabwulary, In this sanse, my
approach to the course is not
that differant from athar courses
with aclits, just the flow of tha
classes iz slower,” she =ays,

Connected to memories

What is typical for senior courses
i= not only the alower tempo
of lessons, but also the toples.

“Saniors somatimes want to Talk
about things that are connected
to their memaories, to family, and
with thaalr life. They oftantimes
have a great nesd to share what
they've experienced. In these
waye the leszons can differ from
thosa with younger peoples,”
says Radim Démera, course
mathodologist.

Practical topics

Teachers alzo focus on practical
topics. Studants learm how to
dasoribe food, lothing, and
similar dialogues. They also l=am
what they can find in Brmo, which
Tram goes where, and haw much
does o ticket cost, They practice
real Czech, which waits for them
the moment They leaa tha
alasEroam,

Yearning to learn

1 raaly ke their diractness, thair
yearning to leamn, playfulness
and diligence. | appreciate their
cara and sffart, | really admire
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tham,” teachar Lipanski says
about her students. According

to hear, they atways have their
bk, and thiey aren't afrad
1o ask clarifying auestions during
the classes. °1 think that the
mast important thing is that | am
Interasted in thair warld, and

| am trying to show tham ours,

go they can find their place in it.
The courses have great meaning,
and | am happy that wa arg deing
them,” she adds.

The third Czech
language course

The Cantre for Foreigners JME
will ba opening alraady the third
Czach language courss for
saniore from Ukraine this March.
The lessans will takae place avary
Tuasday and Thursday affemoan.

Camntre for Foreigners
www,cizincijmk.cz
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